[Asymptomatic carotid artery stenosis--is screening useful?].
Stenoses of the carotid artery are associated with an increased stroke risk. Duplex ultrasound is the method of choice for screening for carotid artery stenosis. Unselected screening for carotid stenosis in unselected persons is not efficient and cannot be recommended. Screening by vascular ultrasound, however, is indicated in patients with neurologic symptoms from cerebral territories supplied by the anterior or mid cerebral artery, and in asymptomatic patients with carotid bruits, atherosclerotic disease in other vascular territories, after contralateral carotid artery revascularization, and after radiation therapy of the neck.